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America’s Loss Through Fatal Accidents 
in 1937 


NCE again, as the year draws 
@ to a close, we scan the 
national accident record. 

Once again the verdict is unsatis- 
factory. ‘This is now clear, even 
though all the records are not in. 
Every indication, particularly the 
index of the National Safety Council, 
points to a toll of around 104,000 
killed in accidents of one kind or 
another, the highest figure for any 
year with the single exception of 
1936, when, according to the 
National Safety Council’s estimate, 
the all-time high figure of 111,000 
deaths was reached. As compared 
with this record figure, 1937 showed 
a recession by more than 6 percent. 
Among urban wage-earners and 
their families, as represented by the 
Industrial policyholders of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany, a similar decline of 6.4 per- 
cent in the death rate from acci- 
dents, as compared with 1936, was 
observed, but for this group the 
decline brought about a new record 
minimum of 53.8 per 100,000. In 
comparing the experience of the 
policyholders with that of the 
general population, it must be borne 


in mind that, for the most part, 
the former are urban residents and 
that the rise in automobile accidents 
has been checked in the cities where 
speed of traffic has been slowed 
down by congestion and by control 
by the public authorities, whereas 
speed of automobile travel in rural 
districts is less rigorously controlled 
and consequently is continuously 
increasing with an ever-mounting 
death toll. 

Accident fatalities in the home or 
in public places (exclusive of motor 
vehicle fatalities) apparently were 
lower in 1937 than in 1936. Motor 
vehicle and occupational accident 
fatalities, on the other hand, in- 
creased. 

The ugliest feature of the acci- 
dent situation was a rise of about 
2,000 in the number of motor vehicle 
fatalities, bringing the total to the 
unheard of figure of 40,000 deaths 
in one year, a new high record. 

Catastrophes contributed their 
share to the accident toll in 1937. 
Outstanding in the number of lives 
lost were the Ohio-Mississippi Valley 
floods in which hundreds were killed; 
the explosion and building collapse, 
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the worst school calamity in re- 
corded history, at New London, 
Tex. (294 lives); the dirigible, 
Hindenburg fire (35 lives); the coal 
mine accidents at Mulga, Ala. (34 
lives), near Sullivan, Ind. (20 lives), 
and at Logan, W. Va. (18 lives). 
Incidentally, although the coal mine 
accident at Mulga, Ala., took more 
lives than any mine accident since 
1932, the number killed in no way 
approached the figures, running into 
hundreds, recorded in many such 
accidents in past decades. 
Accidents in which there were 
more than 10 deaths included a 
building collapse at Staten Island, 
N. Y. (21 lives); a bus accident in 
Illinois (21 lives) and one in Florida 
(17 lives); an airplane crash in Utah 
(19 lives), another near Pittsburgh 
(13 lives), and one in the San 
Francisco Bay (11 lives), and the 
forest fire at Cody, Wyo. (14 lives). 
A regrettable loophole in our 
Food and Drug laws was revealed 
during the year by the tragic deaths 
by poisoning of 73 persons through 
the use of the drug “‘elixir of sulfanil- 
amide.”’ The U. S. Food and Drug 
Administration was forced to carry 
on a spectacular race against death 
until every drop of sulfanilamide 
in the form of this dangerous solu- 
tion, distributed to the public in 
15 States, had been confiscated or 
accounted for. As a result of the 
recent affair the U. S. Food and 
Drug Administration has appealed 
for sharper drug laws to prevent a 
repetition of such a calamity. 
Although data are incomplete, it 
is estimated that during 1937, about 


once in every 10 days on an average, 
there occurred a motor vehicle acci- 
dent in which five or more persons 
were killed at one time. In many 
cases these persons were all mem- 
bers of the same family. Similarly, 
five or more persons were killed in a 
single home accident on the average 
at least once each month. 

There is not much that is new in 
this 1937 record. Each year has its 
catastrophes, taking many lives: the 
school disaster in 1937, in other 
years a prison disaster, a flood, a 
forest fire, or a sunken ship; and 
every year the much larger aggre- 
gate loss of life in accidents involving 
one or two lives—a continuing bad 
record of individual and _ official 
carelessness. 

It is not here suggested that 
nothing has been done to reduce our 
national loss. Indeed, large sums 
were spent during 1937 on accident 
prevention; a corps of capable and 
earnest safety workers have bent 
their efforts to reduce accidents; 
press and radio have carried the 
account of the national loss and 
spread the gospel of safety; and yet 
we have made but a meagre gain. 
Perhaps this is not an altogether 
fair statement of the situation. 
There are indications that increased 
automobile mileage contributed to 
the increase in motor car deaths. 
It may transpire on further analysis 
that the increase in fatalities was 
proportionally less than the in- 
creased mileage. Possibly, too, there 
were more occupational accidents 
because more men were at work. 

That we have kept our losses 
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down to something less than what 
might have been expected on the 
score of increasing numbers exposed 
to these hazards, is, of course, an 
indication of some gain. But we can 
never be satisfied with that small 
measure of success. A substantial 
decrease in the actual number of 
deaths from accidents from year to 
year has been and must continue to 
be the goal of safety workers. The 
lesson seems to be that still more 
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money and more intelligent effort 
must be expended throughout the 
United States to make each of us 
safety conscious. 

Accident prevention is one activity 
where economy, beyond the point 
of seeing that expenditures are 
directed to the best effect, is false 
economy that will in the long run 
cost this country dearly in many 
thousands of lives needlessly 
sacrificed. 


The Balance of the Birth Rate and Death Rate 
in 1937 


HE balance of the birth rate over 

the death rate in the United 
States will be a trifle more favorable 
this year than last. Reports fur- 
nished the Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance Company through the courtesy 
of health and registration officials 
of 41 States and the District of 
Columbia* and covering the first 
nine months of 1937 show that the 
birth rate (16.5 per 1,000 estimated 
population) was identical with that 
recorded for the same period in 1936, 
while the death rate dropped slightly, 
namely, from 11.7 in 1936 to 11.5, 
in 1937. Hence, the rate of natural 
increase, that is the excess of the 
birth rate over the death rate, has 
improved very slightly, from 4.8 per 
1,000 last year to 5.0 per 1,000 this 
year. These figures are, of course, 
provisional; but when the final 
official data for the current year, 
and for the entire country, become 
available, it is unlikely that they 
will differ more than fractionally 


_——. 


from those for the nine-month 
period. Last year similar data for 
nine months, for 34 States and the 
District of Columbia, gathered by 
this Company, indicated a 1936 
birth rate of 16.5 per 1,000 and a 
death rate of 11.5. The final figures 
turned out to be 16.6 and 11.5, 
respectively. 

It may be recalled that in 1934— 
for the first time in a long series of 
years—there was an increase in the 
American birth rate. It was the 
general hope that this rise marked 
the end of the long-time downward 
course. ‘The 1934 increase, however, 
has proved to have been only a 
temporary deviation from the drop 
that has been going on year after 
year, for the birth rate fell again 
in 1935 and in 1936—and now, in 
1937, the indications are that there 
will be no rise. 

It is interesting to analyze the 
year-to-year changes in the birth 
rate (7.e., from 1936 to 1937) in the 


*Containing 92 percent of the total population of the Continental United States. 
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several broad geographic divisions 
of the United States. A decided 
drop is in evidence for the West 
North Central States and there have 
been considerable decreases in New 
England (with the data for Massa- 
chusetts missing). Slight declines, 
furthermore, have occurred in the 
East North Central and East South 
Central divisions. 

One section of the country, the 
Pacific Coast, presents a picture 
very unlike that for the rest of the 
United States. There, the signifi- 
cant rise of 8.7 percent in the birth 
rate was recorded for the first nine 
months. All three of the Pacific 
Coast States shared in the increase. 

As regards the death rate, the 
slight drop of 1.7 percent in 1937 
has been due to the improvement 
shown in the North Central, South 
Central, and South Atlantic divi- 
sions. ‘The seven States in the 
West North Central group (Minne- 
sota, Iowa, Missouri, North Da- 
kota, South Dakota, Nebraska, and 
Kansas) have fared especially well 
this year, as the drop for the group, 
as a whole, amounts to 7.0 percent, 
and each and every State has re- 
corded a lower mortality rate than 
in 1936. The death rate appears to 
have increased slightly in New 
England, the Middle Atlantic States, 
the Mountain States, and on the 


Pacific Coast. The Pacific Coast 
States, which showed the greatest 
increase in the birth rate this year, 
also, unfortunately, appeared to 
have recorded the largest rise in 
the death rate, 7.e., from 12.1 per 
1,000 population in 1936 to 12.8 in 
1937—or 5.8 percent. 

For the country at large, with the 
birth rate constant, and the death 
rate only slightly improved, since 
last year, it follows that the crude 
rate of natural increase, that is the 
excess of the birth rate over the 
death rate, has changed but slightly, 
namely from 4.8 per 1,000 in 1936 
to 5.0 per 1,000 in 1937. Our 
readers have been made familiar 
with the fact that the crude rate 
of natural increase alone is no cri- 
terion of our real position with 
regard to the maintenance of a popu- 
lation equilibrium. We showed in 
our issue of September of this year 
that, with the data available then, 
the true rate of natural increase, 
corrected for the effects of age dis- 
tribution, was actually a negative 
quantity, namely —1.44 per 1,000 
for our white population in 1935. 
While at the present time we have 
not the data for computing the 
true rate of natural increase on the 
basis of 1937 figures, it is beyond 
any doubt that we are still in the 
red as regards our vital account. 


Decline in Birth Rate in Relation to Age of Mothers 


N ADEQUATE understanding of 
A our declining birth rate can be 
gained only by a study of the degree 
to which women of different ages 


and births of successive orders of 
children are involved. Recent com- 
putations by the Statistical Bureau 
of this Company show that the 
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decline in the rate of reproduction 
was least in the early part of the 
reproductive period of a woman’s 
life, becoming more and more pro- 
nounced as the age of the woman 
advances. Similarly, the study 
shows that the rate at which first 
children are born declined least; at 
the higher orders of birth the decline 
is greater, and this is especially 
marked for the fourth and subse- 
quent children. These findings, 
which are presented in Tables 1 
and 2, are based upon data relating 
to white females in the expanding 
birth registration area of the United 
States in the periods 1920 to 1924 
and 1930 to 1934. 

The second and third columns of 
Table 1 below show, in summary 


form, the annual number of births ° 
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(all orders of birth combined) per 
100,000 white females in five-year 
age groups, for the two periods 1920 
to 1924 and 1930 to 1934. The 
totals for all ages combined, which 
may be termed gross total reproduc- 
tion rates, represent the number of 
children that would be born among 
100,000 white females traced from 
birth to the end of their reproduc- 
tive period, assuming that none of 
them died{t meanwhile, and that the 
reproduction rates continued un- 
changed. Since the gross total 
reproduction rates are simply the 
sums of the reproduction rates at 
each individual age within the repro- 
ductive period, they are essentially 
independent of variations in the age 





tThis assumption is expressed by the term 
gross reproduction rate, as distinguished from the 
net rate, which allows for deaths. 





TABLE 1 
Annual Births per 100,000 White Females in Quinquennial Age Groups 
from Ages 10 to 54; United States Expanding Birth Registration 
Area, 1920 to 1924 and 1930 to 1934 Compared 

















BrirTHS PER 100,000 WHITE FEMALES 
oF STATED AGES 
PERCENT CHANGE 

Aor Grou ery 

1930 1920 LATER PERIOD 

to to 
1934 1924 
Gross ToTaL REPRO- 

DUCTION RATE*.... 212,740 280,485 —24.2 
10-14 25 19 +31.6 
15-19 4,168 4,503 — 7.4 
20-24 11,688 14,260 —18.0 
25-29 11,156 14,898 —25.1 
30-34 8,144 11,568 —29.6 
35-39 5,194 7,558 —31.3 
40-44 1,961 2,958 —33.7 
45-49 208 325 —36.0 
50-54 4 8 —50.0 

















*Since the reproduction rates shown for each quinquennial age group operate on an average for five 
years during the life of each woman, the gross total reproduction rate is obtained by summing the 
reproduction rates for the several age groups and multiplying by 5. 
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distribution of the population con- reproduction have decreased for each } 49 yez 
sidered, and the figures for the two quinquennial age group, and the de- | 50 to 
periods, 1920 to 1924 and 1930 to crease is more and more marked as | chang 
1934, respectively, are directly com- age advances. Thus in the age group | fertilit 
parable. The last columnin Table 1 15 to 19, the rate of reproduction | 25 to 
shows the percent reductions in the fell from 4,503 per 100,000 to 4,168 to the 
reproduction rates in the several age per 100,000, a drop of 7.4 percent. the lat 
groups and in all age groups com-_ In each of the next three age groups, The 
bined from the earlier to the later 20 to 24 years, 25 to 29 years, and | in rep 
period. 30 to 34 years, the rate of reproduc- | order 
The figures for 100,000 possible tion declined sharply, with drops | Table 
mothers of all ages combined show of 18.0 percent, 25.1 percent, and | shows 
a drop from 280,485 offspring in 29.6 percent, respectively. In the | reproc 
the earlier period to 212,740 in the subsequent quinquennial age groups | of yee 
later period, a reduction of 24.2 per- the percentage declines were respec- | with | 
cent in 10 years. Except in the age tively 31.3 percent for ages 35 to | will b 
group 10 to 14, where births are 39 years, 33.7 percent for ages 40 to | ductic 
negligible in number, the rates of 44 years, 36.0 percent for ages 45 to | clined 
er ——n a _ - — | respec 
TABLE 2 white 
Gross Reproduction Rates per 100,000 White Females, Traced from Birth to 3 
to the End of Their Reproductive Period, for All Orders of Birth and perioc 
for Specified Orders of Birth; United States Expanding Birth of 15 
Registration Area, 1920 to 1924 and 1930 to 1934 Compared orders 
— — — ————————— SE ——— — —_ the I 
Gace Eeesegmen RATE rapidl 
SPECIFIED ORDER OF BIRTH PERCENT CHANGE figure 
ORDER OF BIRTH capes sa ay eng fourtt 
1930 1920 LATER PERIOD 
to to perce! 
1934 1924 
cent, 
ALL ORDERS......... 212,740 280,485 —24.2 orders 
1 65,090 76,695 —15.1 
2 47,565 58,845 —19.2 
3 30,925 41,490 —25.5 
4 20,835 | 29,780 —30.0 a 
5 14,400 | 21,565 — 33.2 
6 10,460 15,940 34.4 th 
7 7,525 | 11,725 35.8 of th 
8 5,505 8,565 35.7 
9 3,875 5,980 —35.2 death 
10 2,685 4,095 —34.4 
11 1,655 2490 —33.5 “— 
12 \ 1,035 1,545 —33.0 males 
13 580 850 -31.8 i 
14 305 460 ne — 
15 and over 300 460 — 34.8 table, 
ee = — — *W 
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49 years, and 50.0 percent for ages 
50 to 54. As a result of these 
changes, the age group of maximum 
fertility receded from the age group 
25 to 29 years in the earlier period 
to the age group 20 to 24 years in 
the later period. 

The data relating to the changes 
in reproduction rate with regard to 
order of birth are presented in 
Table 2, in which the last column 
shows the percent changes in gross 
reproduction rates from the period 
of years 1920 to 1924 as compared 
with the period 1930 to 1934. It 
will be noted that the gross repro- 
duction rate for first children de- 
clined the least, the figures being 
respectively 76,695 and 65,090 for 
white females between the ages 10 
to 54 for the earlier and later 
periods; this corresponds to a drop 
of 15.1 percent. For subsequent 
orders of children, up to the fifth, 
the percent declines assumed a 
rapidly increasing importance, the 
figures for the second, third, and 
fourth orders of birth being 19.2 
percent, 25.5 percent, and 30.0 per- 
cent, respectively. For all following 
orders of birth the decline in repro- 
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duction rate from the earlier to the 
later period ranged between a maxi- 
mum of 35.8 percent for the seventh 
to a minimum of 31.8 percent for 
the 13th child. 

The data presented in Tables 1 
and 2 are necessarily related. Chil- 
dren of the higher orders of birth 
are born, on the average, of mothers 
whose ages lie toward the end of 
the reproductive period. Therefore, 
if curtailment in reproduction is 
greatest as far as children of higher 
order of birth are concerned, it fol- 
lows that the decline in effective 
fertility will also be greatest among 
mothers at the later stages of their 
reproductive life. 

The figures presented thus give 
clear numerical expression to the 
fact that the declining birth rate 
in the United States is due, not so 
much to a general reduction in the 
reproductive rates of our women, 
but to the limitation of families, 
whereby children of higher orders of 
birth are rendered more and more 
scarce, and the birth of American 
children tends to take place in in- 
creasing proportion among relatively 
younger women, 


Sex and Mortality 


N THE human species the male is 

the more vulnerable sex. Each 
of the more important causes of 
death, with few exceptions, shows the 
same thing — a higher rate among 
males than among females. ‘This 
is apparent from the accompanying 
table, which is based on the recent 


—.. 


mortality experience for white per- 
sons insured in the Industrial De- 
partment of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company.* But much 
the same story is told by the figures 
published by the Government for 
the whole population. 

Out of the 39 causes listed in the 


*Weekly premium-paying business, ages 1 to 74 years. 
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table, 27 show a relatively heavier 
toll among males than among fe- 
males; only eight causes exhibit an 
excess mortality among women; four 
show no sex difference. 

Alcoholism registers the largest 
percent difference in mortality be- 
tween white men and white women, 
the respective standardized death 
rates in the period 1931-1935 aver- 
aging 5.2 per 100,000 and 0.6, a 
ratio of nearly 9 to 1. Following 
alcoholism in the table are ulcer 
of the duodenum and ulcer of the 
stomach, the male death rates being 


620 and 486 percent, respectively, 
of the female rates. Incidentally, 
it may be noted that deaths from 
either alcoholism or ulcer of the 
duodenum are quite rare among 
white women, so that even with the 
very large excess proportion among 
men these diseases are still numeri- 
cally of minor importance. 

It is a matter of common knowl- 
edge that males are distinctly at a 
disadvantage in regard to deaths 
from violence. Four times as many 
white men as women are the victims 
of homicide. Similarly, men are 





Sex Ratio of Mortality for Specified Causes. 


Ages 1 to 74 Years. 


White Persons by Sex. 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 


Industrial Department, Weekly Premium-Paying Business. 














1931-1935 
AVERAGE AVERAGE 
aaeon bee pine heer 
PER 100,000 _— 4 PER 100,000 eae 
Cause or Deatu Female Cause or DeatH Female 
Rate Rate 
White | White White | White 
Males | Females Males | Females 
Alcoholism (acute or Typhoid fever..........| 1.6 1.2} 133 
chronic).............. 5.2 0.6 | 867 Malaria. . ees Oe 0.3 | 133 
Ulcer of the duodenum...| 3.1 0.5| 620 || Leukemia.............. 2.7 2.2| 12 
Ulcer of the stomach..... 6.8 1.4 | 486 || Diarrhea and enteritis...) 4.7 4.0} 118 
Homicides.............. 6.4 1.6 | 400 || Chronic nephritis....... 60.0 | 52.0} 115 
eee 19.3 5.6 | 345 || Influenza.............. 14.4) 12.7} 118 
Accidents............... 93.6 | 28.8 | 325 || Hernia................ 4.0 3.6) 111 
i aad ae 11.9 4.0 | 298 || Cerebral hemorrhage....| 51.1 | 46.0) 111 
Angina pectoris.......... 16.3 6.1 | 267 || Diphtheria.............) 3.1 3.0 | 103 
Diseases of the coronary Mente: ...............) 20 2.0 | 100 
ee 22.7 8.9 | 255 || Scarlet fever........... 2.9 2.9 | 100 
Cirrhosis of the liver... .. 11.5 4.9 | 235 || Chronicrheumatism..... 0.9 0.9 | 100 
Meningococcus meningitis., 1.7 0.9} 189 || Acute rheumatic fever...| 2.4 2.4} 100 
Arteriosclerosis.......... 9.9 6.2 | 160 || Cancer—all forms....... 85.8 | 89.9} 9 
Pneumonia—all forms....| 64.0 | 41.9 | 153 || Intestinal obstruction...| 3.6 3.9 | 92 
Tuberculosis—all forms...| 68.4 | 45.7 | 150 || Pernicious anemia....... 1.9 2.1 90 
Appendicitis. . . sess] foe We) TSS Teme... .. 2... 0.4 0.9 10; % 
Erysipelas. .. coeel Ee 0.9 | 144 || Whooping oan.. | 2 17| a 
Acute poliomyelitig. . ba aia 1.3 0.9 | 144 || Diabetes. . veeeeel 14.0] 26.7] 52 
Diseases of heart Savona Biliary calculi..........| 1.5 49} 31 
classification). . .| 164.1 | 122.8 | 134 || Exophthalmic goiter. ee 0.7 40} 18 
































*Standardized for age. 


tIncluding locomotor ataxia and general paralysis of the insane. 
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much more likely to take their own 
lives; the suicide rate in the quin- 
quennium 1931-1935 was 19.3 per 
100,000 for white men and 5.6 for 
white women, a ratio of 3% to 1. 
The problem of accidental death is 
particularly serious among males, 
as is indicated by the fact that the 
death rate for white males in the 
recent five-year period averaged 93.6 
per 100,000, as compared with 28.8 
for white females. Moreover, each 
type of fatal accidental injury, ex- 
cept burns, is charged with a higher 
toll for men than for women. For 
those means of accidental injury 
which arise largely out of gainful 
employment, and for those incidental 
to transportation and sports and 
recreation, deaths are very heavily 
concentrated among males. 

Syphilis and allied diseases kill 
proportionately three times as many 
men as women among white persons. 
Among the other important diseases 
showing a considerably higher death 
rate for males than for females are 
the cardiovascular-renal diseases, 
pneumonia, tuberculosis, appendi- 
citis, and influenza. 

Virtually no sex difference is evi- 
dent for three out of the four 
principal communicable diseases of 
childhood, namely, diphtheria, 
measles, and scarlet fever. Whoop- 
ing cough, however, registers con- 
sistently a higher death rate for 
young girls than for boys. 

Among the diseases which show a 
higher death rate for white women 
than for white men, cancer is by far 
the most important, though the sex 
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difference in the recorded mortality 
is small. In the period 1931-1935 
the standardized death rate from 
cancer was 85.8 per 100,000 for 
white males and 89.9 for white 
females. This small difference may 
simply reflect the fact that malig- 
nant tumors in women more often 
occur in sites accessible to direct 
observation, than in men, and 
hence recognition of the disease is 
more frequent in females. 

The other diseases in the table 
which show an excess female mor- 
tality are intestinal obstruction, 
pernicious anemia, pellagra, dia- 
betes, biliary calculi, and exoph- 
thalmic goiter. 

There are, of course, certain im- 
portant causes of death, not shown 
in the table, which are exclusively 
restricted to females. The risks 
incidental to the puerperal state, 
and generally the diseases of women, 
tend to counterbalance, in some de- 
gree, the advantage otherwise favor- 
ing their sex. 

Thus the two sexes have many 
risks in common, and in addition 
each has its own peculiar risks. 
In the case of a male, these latter 
are in part occupational, or arise 
from the characteristic life habits of 
this sex; but in part also they are 
an inborn constitutional handicap, 
as shown by the fact that even in 
very early childhood, when the 
environmental difference for boys 
and girls is negligible, the male 
shows a higher death rate than the 
female. All in all, the male is 
biologically the more vulnerable sex. 
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Health Record for November 1937 


HE November 1937 death rate 
Te 7.7 per 1,000 is the lowest 
ever recorded for any November in 
the history of the 17,500,000 Indus- 
trial policyholders of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company, 
composed for the most part of wage- 
earners and their dependents. Fur- 
thermore, the year-to-date mortality 
rate for 11 months of the current 
year (8.3 per 1,000) is the lowest on 
record for the like part of any year. 
Obviously the prospect is excellent 
that when the year closes, its mor- 
tality rate for this important cross- 
section of the population will be at 
a new low figure. 

But whether or not a new minimal 
death record is scored for 1937, the 
year has already established a record 
that is without precedent, namely, 
that for five successive months— 
May to September, and for Novem- 
ber, as well,—each month has regis- 
tered a lower mortality rate than 
ever experienced during the like part 
of any other year. 

Among the 1,250,000 insured per- 
sons who live in Canada, however, 
the cumulative 1937 death rate is 
somewhat higher (by 4.6 percent) 
than at this time last year. There 
is nothing alarming in this increase, 
for the year-to-date figure in Canada, 
despite this rise, is only 6.6 per 
1,000. This is a very low death rate 
and indicates that health conditions 
among the ingured in Canada, are, 
on the whole, distinctly favorable. 

It is now practically assured that, 
for the combined group of American 


and Canadian policyholders, new 
minimal mortality rates for the full 
year will be recorded for typhoid 
fever, tuberculosis, chronic nephritis, 
puerperal diseases, homicides, and 
accidents (all forms). The rates for 
syphilis and appendicitis may also 
drop to new low points. 

Up to the end of May the indica- 
tions were that 1937 would break 
the long series of year-to-year 
decreases in the mortality from 
tuberculosis; but during the summer 
and autumn months the situation 
improved to such an extent that, 
at the end of November, the year- 
to-date figure was 4.6 percent lower 
than that for the January- November 
period of 1936, the year when the 
previous minimum was set. 

The drop in the mortality from 
diseases of the maternal state is 
perhaps the most noteworthy among 
the several favorable developments 
in the health record of 1937. The 
cumulative mortality for these dis- 
eases is now down to the remarkably 
low figure of 6.6 per 100,000. 
Assuming that this will closely ap- 
proximate the final figure at the 
end of the year, the decrease from 
the rate 10 years ago (15.5 per 
100,000) will be 57 percent. 

Health conditions in the general 
population of the large cities of the 
United States continued to be satis- 
factory through the month of No- 
vember. ‘The number of deaths 


reported by 86 such cities was well 
below the average for 1934, 1935, 
and 1936 for this part of the year. 
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The following table shows the 1937, and November 1936, together 
mortality among Industrial policy- with the cumulative rates for the 
holders for November 1937, October first 11 months of each year. 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Death Rates* per 100,000 for Principal Causes. Weekly Premium-Paying 
Business in Industrial Department. All Ages (Annual Basis) 


MONTHS OF NOVEMBER 1937, OCTOBER 1937, AND NOVEMBER 1936. 


























ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 Lives ExposEp* 
Causes oF DEATH I 
November | October | November 
1937 1937 1936 

1937 1936 

Torat— Att, CAUBRS. .. 0.2 ...6...50 770.7 744.5 795.7 828.6 839.3 
ET OTORT OTT Te ee 1.4 1.0 1.9 9 1.0 
ok Ay Ik Liang hb ia tae 6 a 4 1.0 9 
MRS Sark ae Gis/gS'gtaiaiw oka 1.2 1.1 1.3 1.6 i 
ee. ae 2.1 i | 1.8 a. 1.6 
ee ere 4.3 2.3 2.0 1.9 eS 
srs ed gk tig aS a ta 6.7 4.7 7.6 18.3 14.3 
Tuberculosis (all forms)............. 45.0 42.9 49.4 51.4 53.9 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system. 39.7 38.1 45.5 46.1 48.0 

Syphilis, locomotor ataxia, and general 

paralysis of the insane............. 10.9 9.1 9.7 10.7 11.5 
ee 94.4 86.8 93.0 93.0 91.2 
ee | 21.0 23.2 21.6 24.8 24.1 
Cerebral hemorrhage; apoplexy.......| 58.4 56.2 62.8 58.7 61.6 
Diseases of the heartf............... 147.8 141.2 145.9 156.4 158.6 
Diseases of the coronary arteries......| 30.8 28.6 C: 29.9 24.9 
rr 7.4 6.5 I i i 8.4 
Pneumonia (all forms)............... 48.5 41.1 57.7 66.7 69.2 
Diarrhea and enteritis............... 6.7 12.4 8.8 9.1 8.6 
I 6 aig 5 to oS 9. ka nicer k 9 10.1 10.5 9.5 11.1 ia 2 
Chronic nephritis (Bright’s disease)...| 49.1 50.5 54.6 54.2 58.4 
Puerperal state—total............... o.8 $.5 5.2 6.6 7.6 
ia a ceig gahck 0) ance es cacs on 8.1 6.7 8.5 8.6 8.6 
EE re er Peewee 3.8 4.9 4.5 4.7 4.8 
mocaente—total.......... 2.00. c008- 52.8 51.8 57.0 53.8 57.5 
Automobile accidents.............. 23.8 23.3 26.4 20.8 19.7 
All other diseases and conditions... .. 154.3 154.4 157.6 154.4 157.3 





























_ *The rates for 1937 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates of 
lives exposed to risk. 
+Excludes pericarditis, acute endocarditis, acute myocarditis, and angina pectoris. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 
addressed to: The Editor, 
STATISTICAL BULLETIN, 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 
1 Madison Avenue, New York, NY. 
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DEATH RATES FROM ALL CAUSES 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE CO.- INDUSTRIAL DEPT. 
WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS — TOTAL PERSONS 


DEATH RATE PER 1000 - ANNUAL BASIS 
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1936 8.8 9.3 9.9 92 88 80 8! 76 7.) 74 8.0 80 
1937 9.7 10.) 96 9.2 82 78 76 72 7.0 74 7.7 


Rates ere provisional for 1937 
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